
 
October 19, 2026 

 

Dr. Julio Frenk   

Chancellor   

University of California, Los Angeles   

Los Angeles, CA 90095 

 

RE: Letter of Support – Preserve UCLA's Early Care and Education Programs 

 

Dear Chancellor Frenk: 

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the families, educators, and workers affected by 

UCLA's proposed closure of its Early Care and Education (ECE) Program and the termination of 

the lease supporting the University Parents Nursery School (UPNS). I respectfully urge UCLA to 

reconsider this decision and work toward preserving these essential childcare services. 

 

For 57 years, UCLA's childcare programs have provided critical support to working families, 

students, faculty, and staff. The proposed closures would impact more than 300 families and 

approximately 80 educators represented by Teamsters Local 2010. At a time when Los Angeles 

was already experiencing a significant shortage of affordable and accessible childcare, 

eliminating these programs would create additional hardships for families and the surrounding 

community. Access to quality childcare is essential to educational equity, workforce stability, and 

economic opportunity.  

 

As a public institution committed to academic excellence and community well-being, UCLA has 

a responsibility to consider the long-term consequences of eliminating childcare services. While I 

recognize the financial challenges facing the university, I strongly encourage UCLA leadership to 

explore alternative solutions that prioritize the needs of families, protect jobs, and preserve access 

to early childhood education. 

 

I respectfully urge your administration to pause the proposed closures, engage in meaningful 

discussions with affected families, educators, and union representatives, and identify sustainable 

funding solutions to maintain childcare services on campus. Investing in childcare is an investment 

in our children, working families, and the future of California. I stand in solidarity with the UCLA 

community in advocating for the preservation of these vital programs. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. If you have any questions please contact 

my District Director, Rene Romero, at 213-744-2111, or by email, Rene.Romero@asm.ca.gov.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

SADE ELHAWARY 

Assemblymember, District 57 
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